PKPS Meeting:
OUR HOSTS:

M A RC H 1 2 , 2 0 1 1

9:00AM

Bob Strietma tter
LUTHY BOTANICAL GARDENS

Directions:
The address for
the Luthy Botanical Gardens is: 2218 N. Prospect Rd., Peoria, IL.
From War Memorial
Drive turn onto Prospect
Rd heading South. Luthy
is right next door to the
Peoria Zoo which we
will be having a meeting
there in May.
Mr. Bob Strietmatter will
be our speaker, and the
subject will be on Poinsettia plants.

Members,,,,,, This is our
2nd meeting of the year
Lets try to break last
years attendance of
50.That was fantastic.
——————————
HEYYYYYYYYY,
what time is it??????
No-no-no, not
“Howdy Doody” time:
ITS TIME FOR OUR
DUE’S AGAIN…….
They are due: APRIL
9TH this year. TRY
TO BE PROMPT
WITH THEM.
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Happy Birthday To:

Mary Depew
Dave Rinaldo

We also would like to have
some volunteers to show
off their Pond, size doesn’t
matter, they all are a thing
of beauty, and people like
to view them. Please put
your pond on the list to

Special points of interest:
• Pen and Paper for notes
• Please Bring your Lawn chairs,,
never know when you will need them.

You may bring your
dues to the meeting on
April 9th or send them
on or before that date to:
JEAN CLARKE

• Please make a donation to the
Donut Jar to help off set the cost of
them.
• DUES ARE DUE APRIL
• A 5 % increase on product starting
this season, still way cheaper
Than getting it yourself.

6934 N. St. Mary Rd.
Peoria, IL, 61614

POND TOUR———JUNE 18 & 19, 2011
Please help with the Pond
Tour 2011. If each member could do just a little bit
it won’t be such a huge job
for us. We would love for
you too get involved with
it, its so much fun.

MARCH, 2011

show off your creativity to
the public. Again, size is
not the issue, it’s the
beauty of your pond that is
the important issue. If your
proud of your work——SHOW IT OFF
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POND/WATER FEATURE
Our POND FEATURE this
month is located in Havana,
IL. The owner is Mike and
Gina Schroeder.
Their pond is about 2400 gallons, not including the two 55
gallon barrel filter system, or
the deep skimmer. (The skimmer is actually built out of a
C.I.P.S. bucket off a bucket
truck.
The home made filter system
contains a strainer, and then
three Matala Mats, black,
green, and blue.
The pond is approximately
3 1/2 feet deep and was dug
by hand by the former owner.
The overall shape of their
pond is a figure eight.
The eye catching features of
Mike and Gina’s pond are the
water fall and the bridge, they
also have a Black Lace plant
that surrounds the water falls
and also hides the 2—55 gallon filters,
Mike also uses a blue pond
dye to cut down on the algae
growth and gives it a soothing

By: Ron Kramer

appeal to view.
Mike and Gina also have two
solar shades covering their
pond which helps to control
the algae growth giving the
pond a very unique look.
They have an assortment of
10 Koi and a few Butterfly
Koi, they also have goldfish
to share the water with the
Koi. (Mike would really like
to relocate the goldfish)
Several types of plants adorn
the property, to name a few:
Black Lace, Japanese Maple,
dwarf cat-tails (without the
cattails) and rounding out, a
variety of water lilies.
Mike and Gina have no future
plans to remodel the pond at
this time.
Looks Great, Mike and Gina.
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Through the Fish Eye
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By

Ron Kramer

2011 POND TOUR
PONDS————————Bryant Blevins

Steven & Lisa Carter

Delavan

East Peoria

Jerry & Nancy Cook

Jim Sharp

East Peoria

Pekin

Ralph & Karen Hofstetter

Rick & Barb Luick

Washington

Tremont

Loren Swanson
East Peoria
Greg & Letriana Cantrell
East Peoria
Todd & Cheryl Bong
Tremont

ATTENTION:
We do have room for two or
three more ponds to be on
the pond tour. Larry, Sheldon, and myself will tour
the ponds and give helpful
suggestions for you. It’s a
fun thing to do. Karen has
also informed me that we
still need some helpers to
greet the public, and check
tickets for the pond participant.
PKPS really could use your
help.
THANK YOU
PLEASE HELP US!!!!!
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TID BITS OF INFO
2011 Waterscape Weekend:
April 30th and May 1st
At the Lake County Fairgrounds in Crown Point, Ind.

By: Ron Kramer

WE ARE SADDEN TO HERE

TREASURES REPORT

OF THE PASSING OF

Beginning Balance $4661.80

NORA HERUTH’S

www.illianagardenpond.org.

MOTHER,,,,,

——————————–———

GOD BLESS HER

Exhibiting Koi
“ In Japan, Koi exhibitions are
organized on a very grand scale
With hundreds of prizes to be
won. A grand champion Koi can
command many thousands of
dollars…….So our hobby is not
for the slight of mind, and our
Koi are our pets, some what like
dogs, cats, birds and other critters you might want to raise.
——————————————

REST
IN
PEACE

Income

$1342.00

Expenses

$2830.49

Ending Balance

$3173.31

——————————————
Please wear your name tags so everyone can see who you are, Board
Members included on the name tag
issue.
——————————————-

FEEDING YOUR KOI
To put weight and size on your Koi,
they must be constantly fed. Compare food values of the Koi food
you are buying.
Select the most nutritious one. Then
feed your Koi by hand to be sure
that they eat as much as possible.
Uneaten food pollutes and clouds
the water.
There is no such thing as fish food
which DOES NOT CLOUD THE
WATER.
Genetics is a big issue in size and
weight of the Koi you are trying to
raise, also do not forget the water
quality, this is also a big factor.
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JUST THE FACTS!
POINSETTIA

DRAGONFLIES

The poinsettia is actually a
native to Mexico, used by the Aztecs for centuries before it became
a symbol of Christmas cheer
throughout America.

OF THE WORLD

A Mexican legend tells the
story of how the Poinsettia plant
began: A little girl on her way to
Church one Christmas Eve gathered a bundle of humble weeds as
an offering in the celebration of
Christ. As she approached the Alter, suddenly the homely weeds
transformed into a bouquet of
beautiful flowers with scarlet
leaves. They called it the
“FLORES DE NOCHA BUENA”
or “ Flowers of the Holy Night”,
now known as the Poinsettia.
The Aztecs, who called it
“cuetiaxochitl” used this winterblooming plant as a fever treatment, as well as a dye for color
textiles and cosmetics, and other
assorted uses to which remains
unknown.

——————————————
We have learned that many
insects are best avoided. We swat
them, spray them, or remove ourselves from the vicinity. We don’t
care that most insects won’t bite or
sting, just get them away from us.
Dragonflies look ferocious
and can be rather large with noisy
flapping wings. But they have no
stinger and are incapable of biting
us. Indeed, they are really helpful.
They avoid polluted water and
have really big carnivorous appetites, eating enormous quantities of
mosquitoes and other insects that
can harm us.
Their legs are thrust forward providing a scoop to catch
food and easily transfer it to their
mouth. The two sets of wings
work independently giving them
outstanding maneuverability. They
can go straight up, hover with
seemingly no effort, fly backward
as well as forward, and make tight
turns in little space. They do need
warmth to fly and to take shelter at
dusk.
Most dragonflies in our
area may spend a long time as a
larva only to have a short (4-6
week) adult life. If we have an
“Indian Summer”, they live longer.

Of course, they play a role in our
pond’s food chain operation. Sit
outside by the pond on a warm
sunny day. Lots of insects dart
around on top of the water. They
are chased by the ever so hungry
dragonflies. Just as our dragonfly
chomps its insect, a Koi jumps out
of the water and traps it. Watching
this activity is the silent, motionless Heron who quickly makes
his move and spears our jumping
Koi. As the bird swoops to catch
it, the flying abilities of the dragonfly are almost appreciated. Birds
are the most serious threat to Dragonflies.
Loss of habitat is becoming
a major threat to many Dragonfly
species. Deforestation, pesticides
and water pollution are taking a
toll on all the wildlife we so enjoy
in our garden ponds. At the very
least, please don’t swat the dragonflies!
This article submitted by:
Denese Bevard

Prairieland Koi
& Pond Society
Ron Kramer
President/Editor
1408 S. 14th Street
Pekin, IL 61554
Phone: 309-645-4459
E-mail: buggs844@comcast.com

We’re on the web!!!
www.PKPS1.com
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